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"Enhanced by Renier's lighthearted medieval scenes . . . Morris's yarn weaves clever turns, knightly

violence and chivalric (i.e., human) values in action into an ingeniously integrated retelling of

Gawain and the Green Knight."â€”Kirkus Reviews, starred reviewIn the third installment in the

Knights' Tales series, Gerald Morris tells the laugh-out-loud taleÂ ofÂ King Arthur'sÂ most

celebrated knight, and nephew,Â Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.Â With lively illustrationsÂ by

AaronÂ Renier, Morris creates a captivating and comical medieval worldÂ that teemsÂ withÂ humor

andÂ wonder. Â Â 
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Sir Gawain the Undefeated is riding comfortably upon his horse when he hears the shrieks of a

damsel in distress. A dragon with fiery breath has captured the fair maiden. Sir Gawain fights off the

dragon, saving the damsel. No longer in distress, Sir Gawain decides the she no longer needs his

assistance and begins to ride off. The damsel is so thankful that she wants to give Sir Gawain her

treasured green sash. He refuses to accept. She then offers a kiss on the check, simply to say

thank you. Again, Sir Gawain refuses and rides off, leaving the damsel where he found her. This is

the precursor to the rest of the story.In King Author's court, he requires his knights to be comfortable



iron suits and sharp swords, just like any knight. They must also be courteous and respectful while

doing their knightly duties. After relating the dragon fight, at dinner that night, Sir Gawain is

flabbergasted to learn of his rudeness. The King thought it rude Sir Gawain refused the damsel's gift

of thanks not once, but twice. Shameful knight behavior.Later, at the Christmas Feast, the Green

Knight crashes the party to challenge a knight, specifically Sir Gawain, to a strange dual. Sir Gawain

is to go first. He swings and knocks the Green Knight's head clean off his neck. The Green Knight

will strike Sir Gawain, in the same fashion, in exactly one year. As the year goes by, Sir Gawain and

the King decide the Green Knight must have used magic. How else could his head continue to

speak after it was severed from his neck? King Arthur and his knights leave the kingdom in search

of the great Merlin the Enchanter. If anyone can help Sir Gawain keep his head attached, it is

Merlin.
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